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the contrary, a mutual respect, and indeed a good deal of
friendly feeling, had developed between them before the
close of the reign. For each was a broad, tolerant man,
with a great capacity for seeing the human side of things,
and of being amused. Nor did King Edward altogether
fail to fall under the spell of that personal magnetism which
has made it always extremely difficult for people who have
come into fairly intimate personal contact with Lloyd
George to go on cherishing a dislike of him* As Minister
in Attendance, Lloyd George was always a pronounced
success, particularly in the holiday atmosphere of Balmoral;
though he was never, in King Edward's day, the welcome
guest that he proved to be in the reign of George V, whose
family of young children were always delighted with
Lloyd George's high spirits, his inexhaustible good humour,
and his willingness to play the most boisterous games.
Fortunately, with the advent of men of Lloyd George's
type to the Cabinet, there occurred also a big transforma-
tion in the ways of Buckingham Palace; and things which
had been regarded as offensive and a serious breach of de-
corum by Edward VII, came to be taken in perfect good
part by George V. But down to the end of his reign,
King Edward, from time to time, sent vigorous protests,
first to Campbell-Bannerman, and, later on, to Asquith,
against their inability, or their refusal, to curb the tongue
of the Welsh demagogue! That Lloyd George was folly
justified in disregarding these royal admonitions would
probably be admitted by everybody to-day*
The belief that Lloyd George was nothing mor$ tjjaf* ,a
brilliant but irresponsible chatterer, died hard* During
his tenure of the Presidency of the Board of Tcadb it was
sedulously inculcated by the less respectable/section of the
Tory Press* In particular, the Daily Mail led
depreciation; and in the light of Lloyd George's